
Daydreaming, Niki Butcher’ Hand-Painted Photography

Contents
67 Framed Artwork Pieces with Interpretive Labels
10 Interpretive and Portrait Panels 
8 Vintage Postcards
1 Painting in Progress
1 Paint Palette with Q-tips, Cotton Balls, Paint
1 Selfie Station (background mural, props, 3-D foreground with flamingos)
1 USB Drive (video of Niki’ technique)
Case Mounts (Plexiglas and metal postcard mounts, tabletop easel)

Museum to supply:
2-3 cases
Production of murals and vinyl lettering as needed



WHO IS NIKI BUTCHER?  
Niki Butcher is an artist whose mediums include oil paint and photographic film, but she is much more than the supplies 
she uses. She is a mother, loyal partner and wife, historian, documentarian, conservationist, and passionate protector of 
the environment. She is an engaged community activist with an overarchingly positive outlook on life. A creative spirit 
who loves all things Bohemian and quirky, Niki revels in the enjoyment of revealing a hidden story through her artwork. 
She sees the world in vivid colors and expresses herself through art and dialogue with those she meets.  
 
(This paragraph above is not in the exhibition; the paragraph below is in the exhibition.) 
 
 
Niki’s BACKGROUND 
Growing up in Palo Alto, California, Niki thrived and was inspired by the intellectual and culturally diverse community 
that formed around Stanford University. Her interest in the arts began when she was in high school, and by the age of 
sixteen, she had sold her first painting. She married fellow artist Clyde Butcher in 1963, and they had two children, 
Jackie and Ted. In the 1980s, the family moved to Florida, and the couple sold art at local art fairs. Niki was inspired by 
her love of vintage postcards, architecture and nature, although she often painted more commercially-viable subjects to 
help support the family. After the tragic death of her 17-year-old son, it was a stop at a roadside attraction, Orchid Isles, 
in the middle of Big Cypress National Preserve, Florida, that opened a new chapter in her life. During a solitary walk on 
the property, Niki began to visualize what could be. She looked beyond the tourist signs and eccentric owner to see the 
possibility of creating a gallery and home where the rundown orchid farm stood. In the early 1990s, Niki and Clyde built 
their home and gallery in the Big Cypress National Preserve, this unique place where she could capture and document 
the endangered ecosystems of the Everglades and the slowly vanishing funky, quirky Florida she so loved. Today, Niki 
has moved from hand-painting with oils to digital painting, but her artwork still embodies the inspiration she receives 
from the community she has built around herself. 
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